IT /WMST480:  Italian Women Writers 

Fall 2022, Pennsylvania State University

Maria Truglio, Professor of Italian & Women’s, Gender, and Sexuality Studies (she)



152 Burrowes Building

865-1155  mxt34@psu.edu

Class: Tues. & Thurs. 3:05 PM to 4:20 PM in 268 Willard Building
Office Hours: Tues. & Thur. 4:30-5:30 and by appointment. 152 Burrowes or zoom
Course Goals:


Italian women have often been stereotyped as the “Mamma” or the “Nonna” who cooks, prays, and idolizes her sons. Such images do not accommodate the wide variety of experiences and contributions of Italian women throughout history. This seminar will explore fictional texts written by women during the 19th, 20th, and 21st centuries in Italy. Our texts will include autobiography, historical novels, short stories, poetry, children’s books, and theater. We will consider the political and cultural developments in Italy in these centuries, with attention to differences among the various geographic regions and an emphasis on issues of special relevance to women and their changing legal status and social roles. As we approach each creative work, we will analyze such issues as: the role of form and genre; the author’s use of language and rhetoric; the political, philosophical and theological questions posed by the text; the ways in which the text responds to the established Italian literary canon; and the text’s depictions and uses of history. The course is conducted in English

Learning Objectives:
By the end of the course, students will be able to 
--identify and describe major events impacting the legal and social status of women in Italy from the 19th century to the present

--identify and describe the contributions of significant women authors from the 19th century to the present in Italy

--articulate how questions concerning gender can illuminate and reframe cultural and historical inquiries. 
--implement strategies of critical reading and textual analysis
Prerequisite:  junior standing or permission of instructor.

Course Texts:

Aleramo, Sibilla.  A Woman. Trans. Rosalind Delmar.

Allen, Beverly, Muriel Kittel, and Keala Jane Jewell, Eds. The Defiant Muse. 

Arslan, Antonia and Gabriella Romani, Ed. Writing to Delight: Italian Short Stories by
Nineteenth-Century Women Writers.
Deledda, Grazia. The Mother.  Trans. M.G. Steegman. (Available as a packet from SBS)

Maraini, Dacia.  The Silent Duchess. Trans. Dick Kitto and Elspeth Spottiswood. 

Mazzantini, Margaret. Don’t Move. Trans. John Culler. 
Rame, Franca.  The Rape (on Canvas)
Course Requirements:
1. Attendance and participation. 20% Students are expected to arrive on time and to be prepared to discuss the assigned readings.  Please take careful note of the attendance policy that follows the course requirements. Highest grades for participation are earned by students who pose thoughtful questions, listen respectfully and respond to the contributions of other students, and offer their own insights about the readings to the discussion.
2. Kick-off questions. 5% Each student will be responsible once during the semester to elicit the day’s conversation by providing some initial reactions and observations of their own and then offering one or two questions and/or prompts for the class.  
2. Reaction papers. 20%  This requirement encourages students to reflect upon the issues raised in the course and to bring these issues beyond the confines of the assigned readings. Three times in the semester students will submit two pages in which they respond to and extend the readings and class discussions. Detailed guidelines will be distributed. Due Sep. 19, Oct. 10, Nov. 7
3. Mid-term paper. 15% A four-page analytic essay. Guidelines will be distributed. Due Oct. 17
4. “Women in Art” worksheet. 5% View the “women in art” video created by the Palmer Musem and complete accompanying worksheet. Due Sep. 9.
4. Group presentation 15% Working in groups of two or three, students will select one example of how women are portrayed in a form of visual media in Italy. Students may choose images from television, film, advertising, painting, sculpture, comics / graphic novels, or other visual media. Groups will describe, contextualize, and analyze their image in a 20-minute presentation.   
5. Final analysis paper. 20% (5% for outline, 15% for final submission) A six-page paper that persuasively develops a thesis.  Guidelines will be distributed.  Outline Dec. 5, paper Dec. 14
Grade Scale: 

A = 100-95

B+ = 89.9-87

C+ = 79.9-75

A- = 94.9-90

B = 86.9-83

C = 74.9-70




B- = 82.9-80

D = 69.9-60

Please Note:

Class Attendance:   Please consult Faculty Senate Policy 42-27- Class Attendance for the University policy:  https://undergrad.psu.edu/aappm/E-11-class-attendance.html
Because this is a discussion-based seminar with an objective of developing your skills in communicating complex ideas orally, attendance is a core component and you are urged to attend all class sessions. 
If you are unable to attend a class due to unavoidable circumstances (e.g. religious observation, illness), you should take these steps as soon as you are able:

-review the syllabus and the canvas site to confirm what was covered

-read the assigned material and complete and submit any written work missed.

After the second absence, you will need to contact me to discuss arrangements to make up work and class sessions. I will make every effort to work with students who have to miss class sessions. However, please be aware that a student whose irregular attendance causes them, in the judgment of the instructor, to become deficient scholastically, may run the risk of receiving a failing grade or receiving a lower grade than the student might have secured had the student been in regular attendance. The course will be following Penn State COVID-19 guidance for faculty and instructors.
Academic integrity: Academic integrity includes a commitment by all members of the University community not to engage in or tolerate acts of falsification, misrepresentation or deception. Such acts of dishonesty violate the fundamental ethical principles of the University community and compromise the worth of work completed by others. Italian 480 encourages discussion of course material both in and out of the classroom. However, work submitted for a grade must result from the student’s individual effort or, in the case of group projects, from the work of the group members. 

   -All sources consulted for papers, whether in print or electronic, must be properly cited. Failure to cite sources is a violation

    -Requests for missing class or an evaluative event due to reasons based on false claims is a violation.

Dishonesty of any kind will not be tolerated in this course. Students responsible for academic misconduct often receive academic sanctions, which can be severe, and put themselves at jeopardy for disciplinary sanctions assigned by the University’s Office of Student Conduct (see Senate Policy G-9). Students with questions about academic integrity should visit http://www.la.psu.edu/current-students/undergraduate-students/education/academic-integrity
A brief video on academic integrity is here  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gS5MVelvsq4&t=121s

**Students are required to check regularly the course website on Canvas for updates and announcements.** 

Provisional Calendar: (T= Tuesday, R=Thursday)
T. Aug. 23 Introduction to course, overview of syllabus.
R. Aug. 25 Women in Italy: an overview. Sibilla Aleramo, A Woman (1906) Chapters 1 -2
T. Aug. 30 A Woman Chapters 3 - 6
R. Sep. 1   A Woman Chapters 7-11
T. Sep. 6   A Woman Chapters 12-17
R. Sep. 8  A Woman Chapters 18-22  
Friday Sep. 9:  “Women in Art” worksheet due

T. Sep. 13 From Writing to Delight: Matilda Serao, “Checchina’s Virtue”  
R. Sep. 15 From Writing to Delight: Neera,  “Paolina” and “Aunt Severina” 
Monday September 19: first reaction paper due

T. Sep. 20 From Writing to Delight:  Caterina Percoto, “The Caning” 





                                   Contessa Lara, “The Coral Necklace” 
R. Sep. 22 Group A presents
T. Sep. 27 Grazia Deledda, The Mother (1920).  (In the course packet) Chapters 1-5 
R. Sep. 29 The Mother Chapters 6- 9  
T. Oct. 4 The Mother Chapters 10- 14  
R. Oct. 6 From Defiant Muse: poems by Vittoria Pompili, Annie Vivanti, Ada Negri 
Monday October 10: second reaction paper due
T. Oct. 11 From Defiant Muse: Poems by Sibilla Aleramo, Amalia Guglielminetti
R. Oct. 13  Groups B and C present
Monday October 17: mid-term papers due
T. Oct. 18 Dacia Maraini, “Maria” (1963) (on Canvas)  
R. Oct. 20 Elena Belotti, What are Little Girls Made of? (1973) (on Canvas) Library Visit
T. Oct. 25 Franca Rame, “The Rape” (1975) (text and video on Canvas)
R. Oct. 27 Poems of Maraini, Spaziani, Frezza  
T. Nov. 1 Dacia Maraini, The Silent Duchess (1990) Chapters 1- 11   
R. Nov. 3 Dacia Maraini, The Silent Duchess (1990) Chapters 12-21   
Monday November 7: third reaction paper due

T. Nov. 8 The Silent Duchess  Chapters 22-33
R. Nov. 10 The Silent Duchess Chapters 34-44 
T. Nov. 15 Groups D & E present
R. Nov. 17 Margaret Mazzantini, Don’t Move (2001) Pages 1-88
Thanksgiving Break

T. Nov. 29 Don’t Move Pages 89-176
R. Dec. 1  Don’t Move Pages 177-264
Monday December 5: final paper outline due.

T. Dec. 6 Don’t Move Pages 265-353
R. Dec. 8 Paper consultations in lieu of regular class; SRTE
Wednesday December 14: final paper due.
Disability Services: Penn State welcomes students with disabilities into the University’s educational programs. Every Penn State campus has an office for students with disabilities. Student Disability Resources (SDR) website provides contact information for every Penn State campus (http://equity.psu.edu/sdr/disability-coordinator).
For further information, please visit Student Disability Resources website
(http://equity.psu.edu/sdr/). 

In order to receive consideration for reasonable accommodations, you must contact the appropriate disability services office at the campus where you are officially enrolled, participate in an intake interview, and provide documentation: See documentation guidelines (http://equity.psu.edu/sdr/guidelines). If the documentation supports your request for reasonable accommodations, your campus disability services office will provide you with an accommodation letter. Please share this letter with your instructors and discuss the accommodations with them as early as possible. You must follow this process for every semester that you request accommodations.

Counseling: Many students at Penn State face personal challenges or have psychological needs that may interfere with their academic progress, social development, or emotional wellbeing. The university offers a variety of confidential services to help you through difficult times, including individual and group counseling, crisis intervention, consultations, online chats, and mental health screenings. These services are provided by staff who welcome all students and embrace a philosophy respectful of clients’ cultural and religious backgrounds, and sensitive to differences in race, ability, gender identity and sexual orientation.
· Counseling and Psychological Services at University Park  (CAPS)
(http://studentaffairs.psu.edu/counseling/): 814-863-0395

· Penn State Crisis Line (24 hours/7 days/week): 877-229-6400
Crisis Text Line (24 hours/7 days/week): Text LIONS to 741741
Educational Equity: Consistent with University Policy AD29, students who believe they have experienced or observed a hate crime, an act of intolerance, discrimination, or harassment that occurs at Penn State are urged to report these incidents as outlined on the University’s Report Bias webpage (http://equity.psu.edu/reportbias/)

